
L E V E L  T H R E E

Eagle Course

Program Requirements

L E V E L  F O U R

Double Eagle Course

Program Requirements

Water Conservation

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Irrigate at a maximum of 80% ET 
m Use a minimum of 50% on-site or SAWS 

recycled water for irrigation needs
m Non-course areas must be xeriscaped
m Must have zoned irrigation in all areas 

with irrigation

Wildlife and Open Space

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Develop a Nature Trail open to the public
m Implement habitat enhancement plan

Water Quality

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Identify Water Quality Management Zones 

on their golf courses
m Allow storm water sampling of golf course

drainage with lab verifications by SAWS four
times annually

Community Outreach

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Host a minimum of three charitable 

events annually
m Conduct four public workshops for area 

neighborhoods on pesticide and herbicide 
use annually 

m Develop and support an outreach program 
for disadvantaged youth

In addition to the program requirements listed for “Birdie Course” achievement, the following requirements 
should be implemented to achieve Eagle Course status in the Golf Fore SA program:

Water Conservation

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Irrigate at a maximum of 70% ET 
m Use a minimum of 90% on-site or SAWS

recycled water for irrigation needs
m Discontinue watering the roughs

Wildlife and Open Space

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Provide for natural filtration of water features 
m Prepare & submit a surface geological map

Water Quality

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Monitor ground/surface water discharge 

sampling with approve plan
m Synthetic chemical limit to 5% of total usage

Community Outreach

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Offer free youth programs with a goal 

of reaching 400 youth annually
m Host a minimum of four charitable 

events annually
m Allow nature tours for the public with a 

goal of reaching 200 residents annually

In addition to the program requirements listed for “Eagle Course” achievement, the following requirements 
should be implemented to achieve Double Eagle Course status in the Golf Fore SA program:
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To bring the golf community and non-golfing community together 
to collaborate on ways that golf courses in the San Antonio area 

can positively contribute to the environmental issues facing the region.

How the Program Works

Step One: The golf course completes a Pledge 
Card committing to the program 
and returns it to the San Antonio 
Water System

Step Two: A Golf Fore SA Course Team 
comprised of the participating 
golf course superintendent, SAWS 
representatives, and community 
representatives is formed and meets 
to evaluate the course based on 
program criteria

Step Three: The Course Team develops an
individualized three year plan of 
continuous improvement

Step Four: The plan is implemented according to
the schedule and milestones agreed
upon by the Course Team

Golf Fore SA Program Recognition

• The San Antonio Water System web site,
www.saws.org, will have the plans and achieve-
ments of participating golf courses available to 
the public for review

• Golf Courses that achieve 
a Birdie level or better 
will have the use of the 
Golf Fore SA “Good
Coursekeeping Seal”

• Golfers are encouraged to consider this status
when selecting to play an area golf course

Water Conservation

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Irrigate at no more than 100% of ET 
m Conduct and submit irrigation system audits

and submit annually to SAWS
m Report monthly water use to SAWS
m Designate priority areas requiring irrigation.
m Install irrigation meter and rain sensors
m Follow daily watering times according to 

San Antonio City Ordinance

Wildlife and Open Space

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Submit Inventory of flora and fauna on 

the site
m Allow for scheduled bird watching or 

other environmental program minimum
of twice annually 

Water Conservation

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Irrigate at a maximum of 90% ET 
m Develop and submit a Critical Period Plan 

and Drought Management Plan to SAWS

Wildlife and Open Space

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Prepare a habitat enhancement plan 

Water Quality

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Provide to SAWS a listing of certified applica-

tors and hours of training for golf course staff
m Maintain chemical storage areas consistent 

with regulatory standards
m Make available Texas Department of Agriculture

reports to SAWS for review on annual basis
m Dispose of hazardous materials at an 

approved disposal site

Community Outreach

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Develop a community outreach plan that

includes programs for youth and submit 
annual calendar of events to SAWS

Water Quality

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Take samples of water features four times 

annually and test for basic ecological 
parameters such as pH and water turbidity

Community Outreach

Participating golf courses agree to:
m Offer reduce green fees for Jr. players
m Host two charitable events annually
m Conduct two workshops for area residents 

on pesticide and herbicide use in the 
garden annually 

For more information, contact the San Antonio Water System Conservation Department at 
210-704-7354 or visit the web site at www.saws.org/conservation

Purpose of the Program

• Conserve water

• Protect underground and surface water quality

• Enhance and protect the natural beauty of land 
utilized for golf courses

• Maximize the potential of out-of-play land for
wildlife and the community

• Encourage community interaction programs that 
allow for new ways that citizens can benefit from 
golf courses

Program Criteria

Golf courses are evaluated in four areas:
• Water conservation
• Water quality
• Wildlife habitat and open space
• Community outreach

There are four levels of achievement for each of the
four areas of evaluation:

• Par - entry level achievement
• Birdie - basic achievement
• Eagle - outstanding achievement
• Double Eagle - extraordinary achievement

Course Teams will evaluate and score the course
based on specific criteria or requirements associated
with each area of evaluation.

L E V E L  O N E

Par for the Course

Program Requirements

In addition to the program requirements listed for “Par for the Course” achievement, the following requirements 
should be implemented to achieve Birdie Course status in the Golf Fore SA program:
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Par for the Course

Program Requirements

The Mission

L E V E L  T W O

Birdie Course

Program Requirements

San Antonio Water System
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Water Conservation,Water Quality,Wildlife and Open Space, Community Outreach
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