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ITEM NO.  550   
TRENCH EXCAVATION SAFETY PROTECTION 

 
 
550.1  DESCRIPTION: This item shall govern the trench excavation safety protection 

required for the construction of all trench excavation protection systems to be 
utilized in the project and including all additional excavation and backfill 
necessitated by the protection system. 

 
  A trench shall be defined as a narrow excavation made below the surface of the 

ground.  In general, the depth is greater than the width, but the width of a trench is 
not greater than 15 feet.  If forms or other structures are installed or constructed in 
an excavation so as to reduce the dimension measured from the forms or structure 
to the side of the excavation to 15 feet or less (measure at the bottom of the 
excavation), the excavation is also considered to be a trench.  In addition, "Trench 
Excavation Protection" will not be limited to these applications, but may be used 
whenever deemed expedient and proper to ensuing work. 

 
550.2  CONSTRUCTION: Trench excavation safety protection shall be accomplished 

as required by the most recent provisions of Part 1926, Subpart P - Excavations, 
Trenching, and Shoring of the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
(OSHA) Standards and Interpretations, as may be amended. 

 
550.3  MEASUREMENT: Trench Excavation Safety Protection shall be measured by 

the linear foot along the centerline of any OSHA defined trench that may be 
entered by personnel and is not greater than 15 feet wide, including manholes and 
other structures. 

 
550.4  PAYMENT:  Payment for Trench Safety Excavation Protection, measured as 

prescribed above, shall be made at the unit price bid per linear foot of Trench 
Excavation Safety Protection regardless of the depth of the trench. 

 
Payment shall include all components of the Trench Excavation Safety Protection 
System which can include, but not be limited to, sloping, sheeting, trench boxes 
or trench shields, sheet piling, cribbing, bracing, shoring, dewatering or 
temporary diversion and proper recapture and transportation of water to provide 
adequate drainage.  Payment shall also include the additional excavation and 
backfill required, any jacking, jack removal, and removal of the trench supports 
after completion.  
 
Payment of all work prescribed under this item shall be full compensation for all 
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additional excavation and backfill associated with the item; for any retention by 
Contractor of structural design/geotechnical/safety/equipment consultant; for 
furnishing, placing and removing all shoring, sheeting, or bracing; for dewatering 
or temporary diversion and proper recapture and transportation of water; for all 
jacking and jack removal; and for all other labor, material, tools, equipment and 
incidentals necessary to complete this portion of the work. 
 


