San Antonio

City Water Facts

Where does San Antonio’s drinking water come from?
Where does the used water go?

Most of San Antonio’s drinking water currently comes SAWS Water Service Area SAWS Sewer Service Area
from the Edwards Aquifer. The city also draws some e SAWS Waie SAWS Sevr
water from the Trinity Aquifer.

San Antonio Water System (SAWS) treats an average
of 125 million gallons of wastewater per day at four
wastewater treatment and recycling centers. Thirty
million gallons of this highly-treated wastewater (called
“graywater”) recycles through a separate 65-mile “pur-
ple pipe system” and is used to supplement flow to San
Antonio’s world-famous River Walk and for landscape
and industrial use. The remainder is released into the L |
San Antonio and Medina Rivers. Water recycling helps www.saws.org/who_we_are/service.shtml
reduce demand on the Edwards Aquifer.

Water in San Antonio’s history

Native Americans lived for centuries near springs that formed the headwaters of the San Pedro Creek and
San Antonio River. San Antonio’s Spanish founders chose the same location when they settled the area in 1718.

Today, the San Antonio River, and the associated River Walk, continues to be the heart of the city. During times
of drought, up to eighty percent of the San Antonio River flowing through the downtown area is lightly treated
recycled water, an indication of how important water conservation and reuse is to the city.

Facts about San Antonio and its water systems

! San Antonio, the eighth largest city in the United States, is growing rapidly. Our population is expected to
double by 2050.

! San Antonio is the largest city in the United States served solely by ground water.
* Average rainfall in San Antonio is 32 inches per year.

! There are more than 200 water suppliers in the San Antonio metropolitan area. Some supply only a single
apartment complex while the largest, SAWS, supplies water and wastewater services to more than 1 million
people, including almost 90 percent of the people within San Antonio’s city limits.

How good is San Antonio’s drinking water?

The Edwards Aquifer is an excellent water source. Its water quality exceeds all state and federal standards. As a
result, Edwards water needs almost no treatment, which helps keep water rates low. All new water supplies will
be treated to ensure high quality drinking water that meets drinking water standards.




