
Over the last six months, SAWS has been 
working hard to get the message out to the 
community about challenges with the cityôs 
aging water and wastewater infrastructure. 
SAWS representatives have made more than 
a hundred presentations to groups throughout 
the city.
Our water and wastewater infrastructure 
consists of a massive system of water wells, 
pumps, tanks, treatment facilities, and pump 
stations with more than 9,000 miles of water 
and sewer mains below the 560-square miles 
that SAWS serves.
Overall, the cityôs water delivery system is 
in good shape, but parts of the wastewater 
collection system needs immediate attention. 
Nearly 25 percent of San Antonioôs sewer 
system is in poor or critical condition.
While infrastructure improvements arenôt 
cheap, theyôre still much less expensive than 
making emergency repairs on a crisis basis 
which can cost three to four times the budget 
of routine, scheduled pipe maintenance.
You can ý nd more information on the need for 
San Antonioôs infrastructure improvements 
on our web site at www.saws.org, or on Cable 
Channel 21-TVSA.
Join us a Public Meeting to discuss San 
Antonioôs infrastructure challenges. See the 
bottom of page 2 for details on time and place.  
To request a presentation to your community 
organization, please call SAWS at 704-7548.
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Bexar County Aquifer Storage and 
Recovery Project (ASR)
The Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) 
project in south Bexar County is an exciting 
new storage resource for San Antonio. The 
ASR uses relatively new technology to store 
excess Edwards Aquifer water during rainy 
times for use during our dry south Texas sum-
mers. SAWS ASR project will be the second-
largest of its kind in the nation. 
The ASR Project will include SAWSô ý rst 
drinking water treatment plant to help ensure  
that all of San Antonioôs will continue to meet the SAWS high water quality standards.
Construction of the main water transmission pipeline is now 95% complete, and CPS 
has completed installation of electrical power to the project. The ASR project will start 
production in early 2004.
Carrizo Aquifer (Gonzales County) Project
After SAWS Board approved the purchase of water rights for 4,600 surface acres in Gon-
zales County for the Carrizo Aquifer, SAWS initiated a testing program using computer 
models to predict the potential effects of withdrawing 20,000-30,000 acre feet/year. The 
test well program was initiated in March, 2003 and the drilling phase completed in late 
September. Pump testing and determination of aquifer characteristics are being used to 
update the computer model. SAWS continues dialogue with communities in Gonzales 
County to improve public understanding of the project. This groundwater project is 
scheduled for completion in 2007.
Recharge Initiative
Local sponsors [SAWS, City of Corpus Christi, San Antonio River Authority (SARA), 
Edwards Aquifer Authority (EAA), Nueces River Authority (NRA), and Guadalupe-
Blanco River Authority (GBRA)], have developed a cost share agreement for a study 
with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The study will explore an initiative to recharge 
the Edwards Aquifer from the upper Nueces River watershed and increase water sup-
plies in the bay system.

An October ASR photo shows the area  under 
construction in south Bexar County.
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SAWSô Kelley Neumann discusses the cityôs 
infrastructure issues.
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